
 
 

THE SDM® SYSTEM AND CHILD WELFARE 
DECISION MAKING  
Introduction to WebSDM for Tribal Social Workers  

 
The Structured Decision Making®(SDM) system is a suite of research- and evidence-based assessment 
tools used by social workers across California to help support consistent and equitable decision making 
at key points in the child welfare system. Accurate completion of SDM assessments requires intentional 
collaboration with the child’s family and network to ensure a balanced and rigorous assessment at each 
decision point. When an Indian child is involved, statute requires county social workers to actively 
engage the child’s tribe(s); this is both for Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) noticing and to support 
collaborative assessment and shared decision making whenever possible.1  

To ensure California tribal partners have access to the tools and supports used by county social workers 
to guide their decision making, Evident Change and the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) 
are offering the Introduction to WebSDM training webinar for tribal partners. The training will focus on 
supporting collaborative assessment and shared decision making for Indian children and families, with 
an overview and foundations of the SDM system. Training will support tribal social workers in accessing 
the WebSDM training site to support collaborative assessment with county social workers at each 
decision point. Participants will practice using this system and troubleshoot any challenges to 
collaborative assessment in their jurisdictions with peers across California.  

• Option 1—Tuesday, June 28, 2022; 10:00 am – 12:00 pm PT. Register here.  
• Option 2—Wednesday, July 13, 2022; 10:00 am – 12:00 pm PT. Register here.  

To support maximum participation, these sessions will cover the same training content. Please register 
for only one session.  

Please join us! Contact Claire Crowley at ccrowley@evidentchange.org with any questions. 

 

1 WIC 224.2 (a); ACL No. 20-38  

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0qd-CuqzotG9Di9JaALkR67dwooagFEhcw
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwvf-mhrDIoGtbzQP0dysYoTrERi02XZKr-
mailto:ccrowley@evidentchange.org
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=224.2.&lawCode=WIC
https://cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACLs/2020/20-38.pdf
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